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npororuna BY nHIYKTHBHOT0 BO3XYIIHOT0 3JIEKTPOPAKETHOIO IBUTaTe/Is
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uenvt uona ¢ 850 Bm/A.

Kniouegvie cnosa: wonnslii npurarens; BY; NJI; BO3AyILIHBIN 31EKTPOPAKETHBINA [IBUTATENb;
BOP/I; nHayKTUBHBIN; BRICOKOYACTOTHBIN; pa3psi; TuiazmMa; noHsl, neHa nona; CHOO; CHO.

DOI: 10.51368/1996-0948-2024-6-24-28

BBenenue

JlonroBpeMeHHbIE TMOJIETHI KOCMHYECKHX
anmapatoB (KA) Ha CBEpXHM3KHX OKOJIO3E€MHBIX

Jyaun Bacuanii CepreeBuy, acliipaHr.
E-mail: vsd97@list.ru

Basuinn Koncrantun BuktopoBud, K.¢.-M.H.
E-mail: viline@inbox.ru

Kpanskuna Enena AnekcanapoBHa, B.H.C., 1.().-M.H.
E-mail: ekralkina@mail.ru

3agupuen Uiabsa UropeBuy, k.¢).-M.H.

E-mail: iizadiriev@yandex.ru

JBunuH Cepreii AjekcaHapoBuy, 1.Q.-M.H.
E-mail: sdvinin@mail.ru

Jloktnonos Erop FOpbeBuy, k.¢.-M.H.

E-mail: eloktionov@mail.ru

Hukonos Anexcanap MuxaiisioBud, K.¢.-M.H.
E-mail: nikonov207@mail.ru

HIBwiaknii 'eopruii BauecnaBosuy, k.¢h.-M.H.
E-mail: laggige@mail.ru

Omsnueckuii pakynprer MI'Y.

Poccus, 111991, I'CII-1, Mockga, JlenuHCKHE TOpPHL 1, cTp. 2.
Cmamws nocmynuia 8 pedaxyuro 9.07.2024

IHocne oopabomxu 16.08.2024

Tpunsma x nyéauxayuu 12.09.2024

Hlughp nayunoti cneyuanvnocmu: 1.3.9

© Aymus B. C., Basunun K. B., Kpanskuna E. A.,
3apupues U. U., Ipunun C. A., Jloktronos E. 1O.,
Huxonor A. M., llIseiakuti I'. B., 2024

opoutax (CHOO) (180-250 kM) OTKpBIBAIOT IIIH-
pPOKHE TIEPCIEeKTUBBI JJISi PA3BUTHUSA TEIEKOMMY-
HUKAlUM, TPAHCIOPTHBIX OIEpaluii, a TaKxKe
IIMPOKOr0 Kpyra HaydHbIX HccienoBaHui. Oc-
HOBHasl Mpo0JjemMa MoJIEeTOB COCTOUT B adpOAHHA-
MUYECKOM TOopMOxeHUU KA, BBI3BAHHOM OTHO-
CUTEIIbHO BBICOKMM JIaBIICHUEM OCTaTOYHOMU
atMoc(ephl. YBeIMUeHUE CpOKa aKTHBHOTO CY-
mectBoBaHusl KA BO3MOXKHO B pe3yibTaTe HX
OCHAILEHUS  JJIEKTPOPAKETHBIM  JIBUraTelIeM
(OP/1), crocoOHBIM KOMIEHCHPOBATh adpOAHMHA-
MHYECKOE TOPMOKEHUE.

PacyeTsl moka3bpIBalOT, YTO 3aMachl TOILITUBA
(kceHoOHa), HEOOXOAUMBIEC IJISl JOJITOBPEMEHHOU
pabotsl OPJ] Ha BeicoTax 150-250 kM, Heompas-
JTaHHO BeNUKU. B cBs3M ¢ 3TUM nosiBUiIach uaes
UCTIONB30BaTh Ta3bl OCTATOYHON armocdepsl B
KadyecTBe pabouero tena DPJI. YcrpoiicTBa 3a00-
pa atMocdepHbIX ra3oB (Y3AI'), conpspkeHHbIE ¢
OPJl, popMuUpyIOT BO3AYUIHBIN JIEKTPOPEAKTUB-
HbIi nBurarens (BOPJI).

B mnameii crpane palOoTbl MO CO3JaHUIO
obopynoBanus s onetoB Ha CHOO BenyTcs B
MAU u HAT'U [1-3]. B pabote [1] uccnenoBansl
XapaKTePUCTHKU BBICOKOYACTOTHOTO HOHHOTO
JIBUTATENs, UCHIOJIB3YIOUIET0 B KauecTBe padbouye-
ro Tella CMECh Ta30B BEPXHUX CIOEB aTMOC(ephl,
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KOTOPBI MOYKET MPUMEHSTHCS 11 KOMIIEHCAUN
AIPOAMHAMHYECKOTO TOPMOXKECHUS HH3KOOPOU-
TaJbHOTO KOCMHUYeckoro amnmapata. [IpoeneHo
MOJICTTUPOBaHUE PabOYMX MPOIIECCOB B JBUTATE-
Jie, IPOAaHAIM3UPOBAHbl OCHOBHBIE €0 XapakTe-
PUCTUKH U C YYETOM T€OMETPUU KOCMHUUYECKOTO
anmapaTta IOKa3aHa HPUHIUIINAIbHAS BO3MOX-
HOCTh CYILIECTBOBAHMS ammapaToB C MPSIMOTOY-
HBIM 3JIEKTPOpaKeTHbIM aurarenieM. [Ipencras-
JIEH BapHaHT KOHCTPYKIIMH BO3IyX03a0OpHUKA U
napameTpsl npotoruna BY moHHOrO aBuraresns
(BY W) nuamerpom 150 mm, pabortaromiero Ha
KCEHOHEe, a30Te M Kkuciopoae. Mcronb3zoBaHue
aTMOC(EepHBIX Ta30B MO3BOJIICT MOIYyYUTH TATY
no 7,5 mH.

OpHolt M3 mpoOJieM WOHHBIX JBUTATEIEH,
pabounii mpoiecc KOTOPhIX OCHOBAaH Ha MHAYK-
TUBHOM BUY-paspsge, SABIAIOTCA IOTEPU BO
BHEIIHEW LENU pa3psna, CBSA3aHHBIE C pa3orpe-
BOM aHTEHHBbl M TEHEpaluuel HHAYLHUPOBAHHBIX
TOKOB B METAJUIMYECKUX IJIEMEHTaX KOHCTPYK-
UM YCTPOMCTB. DTa mpobiiema ycyryOmnsercs B
ciyuae, ecnmu BU UJI uaterpupoBan B 01MH OJIOK
C METAJUTMYECKUM BO3TyX03a00PHUKOM.

B pabore [4] O6bu10 TTOKa3aHO, YTO HAJIOXKE-
HUEe Ha MHAYKTUBHBIH BY-paspsn cmaboro mar-
HUTHOTO TOJIsI COMPOBOXKAAETCS MPU HEKOTOPBIX
PE30HAHCHBIX 3HAYEHUSAX TOJISI 3HAYUTEIHHBIM
MOBBIICHUEM 3JIEKTPOHHOW TUIOTHOCTH. [Ipuum-
Ha 3¢ (eKTa COCTOMT B CYIIECTBEHHOM YIIyullle-
HUH CIIOCOOHOCTH IUIa3MbI moriomars BY-morr-
HOCTh BCIICJICTBHE BO30YXKICHHS B pa3psiiec BOIH U
npoHukHoBeHUs1 BU-moneit B 00beM 1m1a3mbl [S].
Hcnonb3oBaHWe BHEIIHETO MAarHUTHOTO MO
MO3BOJIJIO aBTOpaM [4] yJy4lIuTh HapaMeTpbl
kcenonororo BY MJI.

B Hacrosimmedi paboTe TpenCTaBICHBI pe-
3yJbTaThl HKCIEPUMEHTAJIBHOTO HCCIEIO0BAHUS
BIIMSIHUSI BHEITHETO MAarHUTHOTO TIOJIS HA Tapa-
Metpel npototuna BY WJ[ amamerpom 10 cwm,
paboTaromiero Ha KHCJIOPOZAE U a30Te — mpeodia-
nmatonx Ha op6ute 200 KM OCTaTOYHBIX aTMO-
chepHBIX rasax.

MeToauka IKCIIEPUMEHTA

Cxema nabopatopHoro mnporotuna BY
WOHHOTO JIBUTATEIsl, OCHOBAHHOTO HA WHIYKTHB-
HOM paspsizie, oka3aHa Ha pucyHke 1. [Ipororumn
BY HJI cocrout u3 KBapueBOH Trazopa3psaHOil
kamepel (I'PK), wonHo-omtuueckoit (MOC) wu

marautHOM cuctem (MC). Iumametp I'PK pasen
10 cm, BbicoTa — 7 cM. OnHa TOpLEBasl MOBEPX-
HocTh ['PK 3akpeita MOC, Ha BTOpOI pacmodio-
JKEH Ta30BBO/JI, 10 KOTOPOMY pabouuii ra3 mocTy-
naer B MJ[. Ha OGoxomoii moepxnoctu I'PK
CMOHTHpPOBaHa COJICHOMJIAJbHAs AHTEHHA, HUMe-
omas 3,5 Butka. Oxyaxkaaemas MpOTOYHOM BO-
JO aHTCHHAa W3TOTOBJICHA W3 MEIHOU TpyOKu
JIUAMETPOM 3 MM.

o o)
D
o H o3
S
o o

Puc. 1. Cxema nadopamopnozo ucmounuxa uonos. 1 — I'PK,
2 - HOC, 3 — unoykmop, 4 — 2a306600, 5 — 3nekmpomaz-
num. D=10cm, H=7cm

NOC coctout u3 Tpex nephopupoBaHHBIX
3JIEKTPOJIOB (PMUCCHOHHBIN, YCKOPSIOMIUNA U 3a-
MEeIJIIONTUI) TommHon 1 MM Kaxeii. Paccro-
saHue Mexay cetkamu paBHsercs 0,7 mm. IIpo3-
pauHocTh ceTok coctasiser 0,14 mist HelTpaib-
HbIX yactun ¥ 0,6 mist moHoB. Ha snextposbl
HNOC nopaBanuch NOCTOSIHHBIE HAIPSIKEHUS, CO-
OTBETCTBYIOILIME CXEME «YCKOpEHHE — 3aMejyie-
HUE». B HacTOSAMIMX SKCIIEpUMEHTaX HaINpPsKEHUE
Ha 3MHCCHOHHOM 3JiekTpone pasHsercs 1200 B.
3ame IO 3JIEKTPO/] 3a3€MIICH.

MC cocTtouT u3 3JIEKTPOMAarHurTa, pacro-
aoxenHoro B obmactu HMOC. DnexTpomarHut
Mo3BOJIsIeT co3naBath B oomactu ['PK mpomons-
HO€ MAarHUTHOE IOJIE€ ¢ MHAYKUWEW B B LIEHTpe
NOC 0-75 T'c.

Jns nmomxura u nogaep:xxanus BU-paspsiaa
B I'PK BY U/| anTtenna Oblia coenuaena ¢ BU-re-
HeparopoM (HF Power GKA-0K5.13M56.1.0.0)
yepe3 cucteMy corjacoBanHus L-tuma. Momr-
HOCTh TEHEpaTopa MOIJIa IJIJABHO HU3MEHSThCS
or 0 mo 500 BT, pabGovas wactoTa paBHsJIACh
13,56 MI'11.

Jlns u3MepeHns pacxojia ra3oB B Ipeaeax
oT 4 10 40 cM’/MUH HCIIONB30BAJICS MAPUKOBBIIT
pacxonomep Koflock 1600R. Mccnemyemsriii qua-
Ma30H PacXoJIOB raza BRIOUPAJICS HCXOJIS U3 MPO-
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BEJIEHHBIX OILIGHOK YCJIOBUN pabOThl JBUTATENS
B KA nma CHOO, BO3MOXHOCTH KOMIIEHCAIIMH
a’pOIMHAMUYECKOT0 COMPOTUBIIECHUS U CTAOMIIb-
HOro ropenus paspsaja B I'PK.

JInst HaxXOXIEHUs BEJIMYMHBI MOIIHOCTH,
BKJIaJbIBa€MOIl B I1asmy, P, B HacTos1el pabo-
T€ UCIOJIb30Bajach METOAMKA [5], OCHOBaHHAs Ha
M3MEPEHUH TOKAa, TEKYIIEro uepe3 aHTEHHY, U
MomHoctd BY-renepatopa mpu OTCYTCTBUU H
HaJU4HUH pa3psa.

B pabote BBINOIHEHBI ABE CEpUU IKCIEPU-
MEHTOB.

B nepBoii cepun mpoBOAMINCH U3MEPEHUS
3aBUCUMOCTH M3BJIEKAEMOTO TOKa HOHOB Ipean
OT MHAYKIIMM MarHUTHOTO Mojs B npu ¢ukcupo-
BaHHOHU MouHocTyd BU-reneparopa Py, = 160 Bt
M PAcXOfe HCCIELyeMOro rasa f=24 cM’/MHH.
OnHOBpeMEHHO ¢ TMoMoIbio mosca Porockoro
MIPOBOJIUJINCh W3MEPEHMsI TEKYIIEro 4epe3 HH-
JYKTOP TOKA /s, KOTOPBIE MO3BOJIMIN BEIYUCIUTD
BJIO)KEHHYIO B Pas3psi MOIIHOCTD P, 1o pe3ynb-
TaTaM TIEPBOM CEpPUH DJKCIEPUMEHTOB ObUIH
HaWeHbl 3HaueHuss MarHutHoro mnois (MIT) B,
MIPY KOTOPBIX U3BJIEKAEMBII TOK OBLT MaKCUMAJICH.

Bo BTOpO#l cepum 3KCnepUMEHTOB (HUKCH-
POBAJICS TOK UOHOB Ippqn M IPOBOJIAIIUCH U3MEPE-
HUSI 3aBUCUMOCTH MolnHoctu BY-reneparopa,
HEOOXOUMOM IJIs TIOJICpKaHUS 3aIaHHOTO 3HA-
YeHUS lpegm OT pacxona raza HpuU BBIOPAHHBIX
3HAYEHHSX MarHUTHOro mosst B . ITo pe3yJibra-
TaM BTOPOM CEPUU DKCIIEPUMEHTOB OBLI HaMICH
JUaTia30H PacxoJ/IoB a30Ta M Kucioponaa Af, B Ko-
TOPOM SHEPro3aTparbl Ha TOMYYCHHUE [pey, MU-
HUMAJIbHBI.

Pe3y.]'ll)TaTI)I IKCIICPUMEHTOB

3aBUCUMOCTH U3BJIEKAEMOI'0 MOHHOTO TOKa
Y BJIO)KCHHOH B TUTa3My MOIIHOCTH OT MHIYKIIUU
npunoxkeHHoro MII mpexacTaBieHbl Ha PUCYH-
ke 2. Kak BHIHO, B paccMOTpeHHOH oOiactu
MarHUTHBIX TOJIEH 3aBUCUMOCTD peqm (B) ABIISCT-
Cs HEMOHOTOHHOW: Tpu B ~18 m B, ~70Tc

HaAOJII0IAI0TCS JIOKAJIbHBIE MAaKCUMYMbl HOHHOI'O
ToKa. B 00xactu mepBoro J0KajabHOTO MaKCHUMY-
Ma BEJIMYHMHA UOHHOTO TOKA /peqm, OTYyUEHHAS B
paspszae kucinopoga, npuMmepHo Ha 10 % mnpessbi-
[IaeT aHAJOTUYHYIO BEIMYMHY, MOJYYEHHYIO B
azore. [loyokeHHsT JIOKalIbHBIX MaKCHMYMOB

Tpeam, T. €. 3HAUCHUSA Bl* u B; JUTA IBYX PacCMoOT-
PEHHBIX pabo4yuX ra3oB, COBHAJAIOT B Mpeaesax

MOTPEIIHOCTH  M3MEPEHMS] MArHUTHOTO  MOJIA
AB = 1,2 I'c. Heo0X0auMo MO4epKHYTh, YTO TO-
JIO’KEHHE JIOKAIBHBIX MAKCUMYMOB HOHHOTO TOKa
COBIIAJAET C TMOJOKEHHUEM JIOKAJIbHBIX MAaKCUMY-
MOB 3aBHUCUMOCTH A0J1 MouHocth BY-renepa-
TOpa, MOCTyNaruen B paspsan, P, or B. Takum
00pa3oM, CTaHOBUTCSI OYEBUAHO, YTO MPUUYUHOU
pOCTa MOHHOTO TOKA IPH MATHUTHBIX TIONAX B,

B; SABJISICTCS YBCJIIMYCHUC CIIOCOOHOCTH I1J1a3MBbI

noryomars BU-MOIHOCTE U yBEJIMUEHHE 3HAYE-
HUM MOILIHOCTH, MOCTYIAOLIEH B pa3psil.

130 120
120
100
< 110
=
g =~
5 100 80 A
~N Qj
90
60
80
70 1 1 1 1 1 40
0 20 40 60 80
B, Tc

Puc. 2. 3aeucumocmsv uonnozo mokxa I, (cniouinvle
JUHU) U 6]I0MHCEHHOIL 6 nAazmy mouiHocmu Py (nynkmup)
om mazHumnozo noasa B. Keadpamuvr — N,, kpyscku — Q.
Pacxoo zazoe f=24 cm’/mun. Mownocms 2enepamopa
Py, =160 Bm

Bo BTOpoO#l cepum SKCIIEPUMEHTOB ObUIH
M3MEPEHbl 3aBUCUMOCTH MouHocTH BY-renepa-
TOpa Pgen, TpeOyeMOl Ul U3BICUEHUS MOHHOTO
TOKa 3aJlaHHOM BEJIWYMHBI OT pacxoja TIa30B.
Kpussie ObLTH 1MOTyueHBl TP MAarHUTHBIX MOJISX

B/ u B,. Pe3ynbraThl u3MepeHnii MOKa3aHbl Ha

pUcCyHKe 3.

W3 pucyHka BHIHO, YTO 3aBHUCHMOCTH
Pgen(f) MMEIOT TUNMYHBIA BUA: B HCCIELYEMOM
nuanazone TokoB ot 100 MA o 200 MA cymie-
CTBYET ONTHMAJIbHBIA pabounii muamazoH (Af=
=10-25 cM’/MuH), B KOTOpoM Tpebyemass BU-
MOIIIHOCTb C€J1a00 3aBHCHUT OT pacxoja rasa, a Ie-
Ha uoHa C,, ompenenseMas KaKk OTHOIICHHE
Pyen/Ipeam, MUHMMANIBHA. B 001acTi MajbIX pac-
X0moB, pu f < f.., 3aBUCAILNEM OT BEIMYHHBI

U3BJIEKAEMOI'0 TOKA, MIPOMCXOJUT PE3KOE BO3pac-

TaHHWE TPeOyeMOil MOIIHOCTH Pg.,. B obnactu
+

OOIBIIMX PAcXOJ0B NpU f >> f. 3HaueHUA Pg,,
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B a30T€ TaK JK€ BO3pacTalT, XOTb U cialbo.
[Tocnenusisi TEHACHUUS CTAHOBHUTCS OCOOEHHO
3aMETHOM TIpH aHallM3e 3aBUCUMOCTEH Tpeldye-
Mol BioxeHHon B BY paspsan mommoctn Py
0T pacxoja rasa f (cM. puc. 4).

400

£, oM’ /muH

Puc. 3. 3asucumocme mowgnocmu BU-zenepamopa, ne-
00x00uMO0Il 014 nOOOeprHcanus 3a0anno2o 3nauenus Iy,
om pacxooa azoma f npu 3HAUEHUAX MAZHUMIHOZ0 HONA
18 I'c (cnnownsie nunuu) u 70 I'c (nynkmupusle 1unuu).
1L, 17-100mA; 2,2 150 mA; 3, 37— 200 mA

280

240 F

2/

200

Pp/, Bt

160 -

120

80

0 10 20 30 40

Puc. 4. 3asucumocmo 67103CeHHOI 6 NAAZMY MOUHOCIMU
P,, HeobX00uMoil 0na noddeprcanusa 3a0aHHO20 3HAYe-
nus Iy, om pacxooa azoma npu 3HaAYEHUX MAZHUMHO-
20 noaa 18 I'ec (cnnownvie nunuu) u 70 I'c (nynkmuphsie
aunun). 1, 1’'— 100 mA; 2, 27— 150 mA; 3, 37— 200 mA

CpaBHeHHE  XapaKTEepPUCTUK  HCTOYHHKA
MOHOB, M3MEPEHHBIX INpPH JBYX 3HAUCHHSIX Mar-
HUTHOTO ToJIs (puc. 3), AEMOHCTPUPYET, YTO MPHU
Tokax Oosiee 100 MA 11eHa MOHA TIPU MarHUTHOM

none B =B/, menbuie, ueM npu B = B,. Hanpu-
Mep, B a3ore, B paboueM [auamnazoHe f=
= 10-25 cM’/mMuH 1 Toka 200 MA TeHAa HOHA
mis B=B, cocrapnser C| ~ 1400 Br/A, B TO

BpEMS B=5,

C' ~ 1500 Br/A.

Pe3ynbrarhl, mpencTaBlieHHbIE HAa PUCYH-
Ke 4, TIO3BOJIAIOT OLICHUTh MUHHUMAJIbHO BO3MOXK-
Hble 3HaueHus LeHbl HoHa Cjy = Pp/lpeqm, KOTOPBIE
MOYHO TOJYYHTh, UCHOJIB3YSI PACCMATPUBAEMYIO
monens BU UJI. B azore, B pabouem auamazone
f=10-25 cM’/MuH s Toka 200 MA IeHa HOHA

cocrapmser Cj, ~850+20B1T/A npu B=8,

KaKk 14 OHa  COCTaBJIsACT

npu B=B; I[IECHA HOHA BBIINIE M COCTABISCT
C,, ~ 1130 £ 40 Br/A. 3uavenns Cy, u C), s

KUCIOPoJIa GTM3KH K TIOMyYEHHBIM B a30Te U CO-
crapsiior  Cy, ~ 900 Br/A u  C,, ~ 1100 Br/A.

[TonyyeHHBIE peE3yJbTaThl YAOBJICTBOPSIOT TpE-
OOBaHUAM I UCIOJIB30BAHUS TAHHOM MOIEIHU
neurarens Ha CHOO.

3akjao4yeHue

BrinonHeHHBIE SKCTIEPUMEHTHI TOITBEPIH-
JU TIPEANOJIOKEHHE, 4YTO HaJoKEeHUEe craboro
BHEIIIHETO MarHUTHOTO TOJISI IPUBEAET K YBEJIH-
YEHUIO TOKa MOHOB IIPU 3aJaHHOM ypoBHe BU-
momHocTH. Kak mokazano B [5], 3ToT 3ddekr
CBSI3aH C BO30Y’KJIEHHEM BOJIH B pa3pse U IMpo-
HUKHOBeHHeM BY-moseil B mia3MeHHBIH 00beM.
[IpeanoyTUTENPHO MCHOJIB30BAaTh BHEIIHEE Mar-
HUTHOE Tmosie uHAyKuuu nopsaka 18 I'c. Ilpum
YKa3aHHOM  MarHUTHOM  TIOJIE  JIOCTHIaeTcs
Hamyumass 1neHa uoHa Cjy, paccyuTaHHas IO
MOIIIHOCTH, BJIOXEHHOU B 1uazmy. Poct Cjy mpu
B ~ 70 I'c, no-BuauMoMy, CBA3aH C mepepacipe-
JIeJIeHNe TIOTHOCTH TUIa3Mbl 0 00beMy razopas-
psaanoit kamepsl BU NJI. B paboyem amamazone
f=10-25 CM°/MUH mia Toka 200 MA 1ieHa MOHa
cocrapisier BenuunHy 1400-1500 B1/A. Ornenka
[IEHbl MOHA TI0 BEJIMYMHE BJIOKEHHOW B IJIA3My
MOIIIHOCTHA TO3BOJISIET OLICHUTh MHUHHUMAIBHO
BO3MOJKHYIO JUII paccMaTpUBaeMOro MpOTOTHUIIA
BY wuoHHOro aBurarens BEJIMYHMHY II€HbI HMOHA
npu paboTe Ha OCTATOYHBIX aTMOC(HEpHBIX razax
Ha yactore 13,56 MI'y B 850 B1/A.
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The characteristics of a model of an RF inductive ion engine operating on nitrogen and oxy-
gen with external longitudinal magnetic field applied to the discharge with magnetic induction
up to 75 G have been studied. It has been experimentally shown that the highest ion current
can be obtained using magnetic fields with an induction of 18 and 70 G. In the operating
range f= 10-25 sccm for a current of 200 mA the ion cost, calculated based on the power val-
ues of the RF generator, is 1400-1500 W/A. Estimation of the ion cost based on the amount of
power absorbed by the plasma allows us to determine the minimum possible value of the ion
cost of 850 W/A for the prototype of RF ion engine.

Kewwords: ion thruster; RF; IT; Air-breathing electric propulsion; ABEP; inductive; radiofre-
quency; discharge; plasma; ions; ion cost; VLEO.
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